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OSAKA TO INVITE CASINO PLANS
City set to pip Tokyo as location for Japan’s first resort casino

The city of Osaka is set to invite 
integrated resort proposals from 
casino operators. Governor Ichiro 
Matsui revealed to news agency 
Reuters that a 170-hectare plot of 
reclaimed land on the artificial island 
of Yumeshima in Osaka Bay is likely 
to be designated as the preferred site 
for a casino when officials meet on 22 
April to discuss the issue. “It’s about 
time that as a city we narrow down 
the candidate sites,” he said. “We have 
reached the point where we need to 
start accepting proposals.”

The other city most likely to host a 
casino is Tokyo, with its artificial island 
of Odaiba suggested as the preferred 
location, although the Japanese capital 
is yet to officially designate a site. Tokyo 
governor Yoichi Masuzoe is also yet to 
reveal whether or not he supports a 
casino being built in the city.

Casinos are illegal in Japan but 
proponents of an initial bill to legalise 
them hope it will pass before the 
house adjourns in June. The exact 
number of casinos that would be 
licensed under the legislation is 
unknown, although politician Takeshi 
Iwaya spoke to the Financial Times of a 
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“While slots and poker are not 
technically identical, the willingness 

of nJ and nV to work together on one 
is a positive signal for poker.” 

Online Poker Report’s  
Chris Grove [@OPReport]

“Today near newmarket i  
was enchanted to see a lamb  

skip round a field with gay abandon. 
But i had to warn him: ‘Please 

gambol responsibly’.” 
Daily Mirror racing writer 

 Dave Yates [@thebedfordfox]  

“Today at newmarket it was  
clearer than ever just what a  
huge (and hugely welcome) 

presence in British racing the  
Qatari Sheikhs are going to be.” 

Racing Post editor @BruceMillington  
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scenario involving one resort in each 
of two major cities and two others 
in outlying regions. Debate on the 
bill, which has multi-party support, is 
expected to begin in May. A second 
bill containing more concrete laws 
would follow in 2015, with new 
casinos potentially in operation by the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

A host of major operators are 
interested in Japanese casino 
developments. In February, las Vegas 
Sands CEO Sheldon Adelson stated that 
his firm would be prepared to spend 
$10bn on a project in the country, with 
MGM Resorts putting their figure at 
$5bn-$10bn. last September, Wynn 
Resorts revealed it would consider 
investing more than $4bn. Caesars, 
Melco Crown, Galaxy Entertainment 
and Genting are also eyeing the market.

Brokerage ClSA believe that Japan 
could become the world’s third-
biggest gambling market, behind 
Macau and the US, with annual 
revenue of over $40bn.

 
KEY POINTS
• Osaka set to invite integrated resort 
proposals from casino operators
• 170-hectare plot on the island of 
Yumeshima likely to be preferred site
• Japan aiming to pass initial casino  
bill by June

 uk
INVESTMENT GROUP  
EYES GALA CORAL DEAL
OpCapita interested in firm’s  
bingo halls after Budget tax cut 
The former owner of electrical group 
Comet is understood to be preparing 
a bid for the bingo halls of operators 
Gala Coral Group. Media reports 

suggest that Henry Jackson, founder 
of investment firm OpCapita, has 
contacted the gaming company to 
register his interest in their bingo 
business, which Gala have been 
considering selling since last year.  
Risk Capital Partners, the private 
equity house led by former Channel 4 
chairman luke Johnson, are also 
said to be in the running. Gala Coral 
are believed to have appointed 
investment bank lazard to oversee  
a deal for their 137 halls. 

Investor interest appears to have 
increased following the halving of 
bingo duty to 10% in last month’s 
Budget. Gala’s land-based bingo arm 
has previously been valued at around 
£250m but may now be worth more 
following the chancellor’s  
recent tax reduction.

KEY POINTS
• Investment firm OpCapita set to  
bid for the bingo halls of operators 
Gala Coral
• Interest believed to have increased 
following the halving of bingo duty 

 fOOTBaLL maTCh-fixing
FA PUShING FOR TOTAL BETTING BAN 
new rules would see players  
barred from all football betting 
The Football Association are planning 
to introduce a blanket ban on betting 
by players. Current rules outlaw betting 
on selected matches, tournaments and 
markets, but new regulations for next 
season would see that extended to any 
game, competition or football-related  
matter anywhere in the world.

The new ban, which would cover 
the Premier league down to the 
northern, Southern and Isthmian 
regional leagues, will come into force 
if approved by FA shareholders at their 
AGM on 21 May. Players will remain 
prohibited from using or sharing inside 
information for betting purposes.

KEY POINTS
• FA looking to introduce blanket ban on 
football betting for players
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 neWS in BRief
ROUNDUP: KING, BETFAIR, COMTRADE
The rest of the week’s key stories on
GamblingInsider.com and the web
• Tencent holdings is to cooperate 
with king digital entertainment to 
release Candy Crush Saga in China 
through its popular mobile messaging 
platform WeChat.
• Betfair has stopped advertising and 
accepting new customers in Russia, 
a decision seemingly prompted by 
several gambling websites being 
added to Russia’s internet blacklist. 
• Comtrade gaming has unveiled its 
new iCore Engage product. 

 gueST COLumniST
“PUSh ThROUGh TO COMPLETION”
 

by Len Shneyder   
mobile analytics 
firm marketing 
manager

“The gambling and wagering space 
has embraced mobile as the future 
of online betting. However there’s 
room to improve insofar as mobile 
messaging to players is concerned. Too 
many companies still rely on a spray-
and-pray, batch-and-blast paradigm 
to motivate players back into the 
app to place bets. The fact that push 
messages aren’t actively linked to 
event outcomes, and measured along 
each step of the player’s journey, isn’t 
just lost opportunity, it can result in 
massive player disengagement. 

There’s no excuse today to launch 
push notifications that aren’t grounded 

in good business intelligence (BI). At 
each step of the way players need to be 
viewed as unique individuals and that 
uniqueness needs to be reflected in the 
kinds of messages they receive. All push 
messages should be based on granular 
segmentation that takes into account 
the player’s previous interaction with 
the app and how they responded to 
different mobile messaging. 

Just knowing if a player opened the 
app in response to a push isn’t enough. 
What did they do next? Did they place 
a bet? Did they look at their account? 
Did they increase their balance in 
anticipation of a larger bet down the 
road? Did they browse a category of 
sports team they hadn’t before? The 
push notification that the user received 
is a prompt to open the app and 
engage with specific content. Tracking 
the player’s interaction with the app at 
all stages and with every page of the 
app is critical to understanding one 
simple thing: what’s the next message 
they should receive?

The next push to a player that 
spends 20-30 seconds in an app 
following a successful push-open 
of the app is very different than 
one where a player gets 90% of 
the way to placing a bet. Unless 
the segmentation and targeting 
infrastructure used to launch push 
campaigns is intimately connected 
to a company’s BI and CRM data. 
You might as well throw darts at a 
board blind-folded. It’s a handicap 
that today’s betting and wagering 
companies simply can’t afford. 

linking messages to outcomes is 
more than just understanding when a 
player placed a bet within an app; it’s 
about tracking and measuring every 
step of the journey to placing that 

bet. In many ways it’s more important 
to understand the circumstances and 
behaviours of players that didn’t place 
a bet, or ones that almost placed a bet 
rather than the ones that did. Players 
that are actively engaged become a 
self-sustaining revenue funnel – less 
engaged players are the ones that 
have to be monetised and added to 
the revenue funnel. 

Push notifications are not the only 
app-centric message types that can 
drive user engagement. In addition 
to the rich inbox there are local alerts 
that look like push messages but are 
actually event-based triggers hard-
coded into the app. local notifications 
can act like calendar reminders to 
alert users to place bets at regular 
intervals. This reduces the messaging 
overhead in terms of managing lots of 
segments and events while improving 
the cadence of the mobile messages. 

At the end of the day, the 
important thing for betting and 
wagering companies to understand 
is that players are accustomed to 
individualised experiences. Mobile as 
a platform needs to retain and build 
on player individuation by carefully 
understanding a player’s behaviour 
and delivering unique messages  
along the way.”

Len Shneyder is marketing manager 
at OtherLevels, a mobile messaging 
analytics provider with offices  
in San Francisco, London  
and Brisbane Australia

Want to be a guest 
columnist in GI Friday? 
Write to: editor@ 
gamblinginsider.com

ediTOR Chris lines | chris.lines@gamblinginsider.com; SeniOR STaff WRiTeR Gareth Bracken | gareth.bracken@gamblinginsider.com;  
deSigneR Olesya Adamska; PROduCTiOn COnTROLLeR Maia Abrahams; WeBSiTe manageR Tom Powling

 “is it bad that i have a sudden  
urge to eat all the chocolates in 
 the Christmas calendar? must... 

Resist... Temptation....” 
Affiliate Republik’s Marit  
von Stedingk [@Maritvs]

OuT nOW: Look out for the march/april issue of Gambling Insider’s 
print magazine, including an interview with american gaming 
association president and CeO geoff freeman, as well as a look 
at how bookmakers are increasingly making use of statistics
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APPLY

NET DEVELOPER (BACKEND) 
Location: Malta; Contract: Perm 

Experienced backend .net developers are required 
to help build an exciting sports-betting product. The 
focus of the role will be on everything backend for the 
sports-betting engine for a big name in i-gaming.  You 
will ideally have an MSc or BSc in relevant area; 8 years 
of working experience in the related field is required 
for this position; and experience from trading, finance 
or other trading businesses. Key skills are C#, asp.net, 
MVC, SQl Server, nServiceBus. Get in touch for more 
information or to apply. 

UX DESIGNER 
Location: Amsterdam, netherlands; Contract: Perm 

A creative UX Designer for a role with an up-and-coming 
mobile casino. You will take responsibility for the 
development of the creative graphic elements, banners, 
screens, motion design and landing pages as well as vital 
visuals for the mobile and desktop brands. Ideal candidates 
will have a broad, creative design experience preferably 
from an agency background where a wide range of skills 
were required, yet be prepared to focus on fewer brands. 
This is a cornerstone hire for the company who have a  
view to helping aid career development. 

Apply to dgosling@bettingjobs.com (+44 1355 588988)
quoting reference GIF14_15

Apply to dgosling@bettingjobs.com (+44 1355 588988) 
quoting reference GIF14_15

http://www.bet365affiliates.com

