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NJ BETTING RULING DELAYED
Judgement postponed until 31 October

A US District Judge has delayed 
his decision on whether to allow 
legal sports betting in New Jersey. 
Judge Michael Shipp has granted an 
extension for the two sides to file more 
briefs, and the case will reconvene on 
31 October in Trenton.

The legal battle began in 2011 when 
a majority of people voted for sports 
betting to be legalised in the state in 
a non-binding referendum. But the 
Sports Wagering Act was prevented 
from being implemented in 2013 when 
Shipp passed an injunction ruling 
against it after the four professional US 
sports leagues and the NCAA (National 
Collegiate Athletic Association) sued 
the state under a 1992 statute.

Shipp will now rule on whether his 
2013 order can be changed to give 
New Jersey the freedom to allow 
sports betting, providing that it is not 
state regulated.

In September casinos and racetracks 
in New Jersey were told that they 
could offer sports betting without 
the possibility of facing criminal or 
civil liability, following a Statewide 
Directive issued by the Attorney 
General’s office and a motion 
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filed on behalf of Governor Chris Christie. 
The New Jersey Assembly’s Tourism and 
Gaming committee last week approved 
de-criminalisation legislation.

This has all lead to some confusion 
over the law, as while sports betting 
is still prohibited within the state, 
casinos and racetracks cannot 
be prosecuted for offering such 
services, with some viewing it as an 
exploitation of a loophole. 

Christie previously vetoed a bill in 
August to side-step federal law and 
repeal New Jersey’s ban on sports 
betting. The legislation had passed 
both houses of the state legislature 
with over 90% of the vote.

Meanwhile online operator Betfair 
has secured a deal with Caesars 
Entertainment that will allow it to 
continue offering internet gambling 
in New Jersey. All gambling firms 
are required by law to partner with 
an Atlantic City casino, but Betfair’s 
operations in the state were thrown into 
doubt when previous partner Trump 
Plaza ceased trading in September.

KEY POINTS
• The decision on whether to allow 
legal sports betting in New Jersey is 
delayed until 31 October
• Judge Michael Shipp has given the 
two sides time to file more briefs
• Judge will rule on his own 2013 
injunction

 GReece
GREEk GOVERNMENT  
UNDER FIRE FROM RGA
Gambling monopoly “puts  
customers at risk”
The Remote Gambling Association 
has slammed the Greek government’s 

i-gaming policy, which currently does 
not allow an open and private market.

Rival firms were not successful in a 
challenge against operator OPAP as 
a court ruled in September that its 
monopoly on Greek gambling is legal.

OPAP currently holds unanimous 
rights over Greek lottery-based betting 
until 2030 and sports betting until 2020, 
and it has faced strong opposition from 

British bookmakers such as William Hill, 
who feel that it goes against EU rules on 
freedom of services.

But Greek judges ruled that OPAP 
is not breaking any laws, and RGA, as 
representatives of leading operators, 
fear that it risks Greek customers 
betting with illegal firms.

Sue Rossiter, RGA director of projects 
and policy, said: “The current situation 
for online gambling in Greece is 
damaging to the reputation of the 
Greek regulator and Government. It 
puts customers at risk by encouraging 
them to use unlicensed operators if 
they do not want to be restricted to 
the limited offer of OPAP.”

KEY POINTS
• Remote Gambling Association 

criticises the Greek government’s 
online gaming policy
• State operator OPAP currently holds 
monopoly over betting in Greece

 aSia
SINGAPORE OUTLAwS  
ONLINE GAMBLING
new bill prohibits internet  
casino and poker play 
Singapore has passed a bill banning online 
gambling in the country. Casino and poker 
games are forbidden, although social 
games will be permitted if players can not 
convert in-game credits into cash. The 
only companies allowed to offer internet 
gaming must be based in Singapore, 
have not for profit aims, contribute to a 
good social cause and possess a healthy 
compliance track record. lawmakers 
fear that the bill is not strict enough, as 
powerful betting companies Singapore 
Pools and Turf Club are still expected to 
apply for licences. The law is expected to 
come into force in 2015.

KEY POINTS
• Online gaming has been  
outlawed in Singapore

“You just have to look at the floor here, how innovative this industry remains, 
despite the fact the economy’s quite constrained. for The Walking dead, 

that’s one of my products, to win casino Product of the Year [at the Global 
Gaming awards], that just wouldn’t have happened three or four years ago, 

so things are changing.” Aristocrat CEO Jamie Odell speaking at G2E 

“adelson blocking PokerStars 
startup in nJ? i hope not  

but it’s a concern” 
New Jersey Senator Ray Lesniak  

[@SenatorLesniak]
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 GUeST cOLUmniST
“hARNESSING ThE POwER  
OF ThE CROwD” 

by chris north
Crowdfunding 
platform CEO

 

Imagine you are an online casino looking 
for an affiliate strategy in Vietnam or 
a bookmaker needing a complex new 
betting algorithm tested, where do 
you turn first? Personal contacts book, 
Google, linkedIn? Chances are you are 
already using the power of the crowd 
without realising.

The internet has made many aspects 
of life simpler, easier and more efficient, 
and it has also given rise to crowd-
based services. eBay was one of the 
first, with more recent success stories 
including Zipcar and Airbnb. These 
examples of collaborative consumption 
are just a few of many businesses that 
have channelled the crowd.

The open source movement 
revolutionised software development, 
while, in gambling, peer-to-peer 
networks like betting exchanges and 
online poker allow the masses to 
transact directly.

lately, crowdfunding – obtaining 
investment in a project or venture by 
raising many small amounts of money 
from large numbers of people – has 
quickly gained awareness. Indeed, 
crowdfunding is thought to be 
worth $10bn worldwide, with equity 
crowdfunding – the model where 

backers receive a percentage of the 
company in return for their money – 
accounting for $700m of the total.

Kickstarter is perhaps the most famous 
funding platform as it has created a 
worldwide community for entrepreneurs 
to thrive and well-wishers to support 
projects. More than 7.1 million people 
have backed a Kickstarter project across 
a multitude of industries. This rewards-
based model has more recently evolved 
into a fully regulated, equity-based 
model where investors receive shares in 
private companies. Now sector-specific 
platforms are emerging to provide 
specialist services.

GamCrowd is first to launch in 
gambling. Its aim is to allow innovation 
to thrive and give start-ups a better 
chance to grow by pitching to a large 
network of potential backers directly.

Crowdfunding is not easy. Start-
ups expose their business plan to 
public debate and, in the case of 
GamCrowd, that debate comes from 
industry experts. However, the many 
advantages make it worth the scrutiny.  
It can make the start-up a better 
business, and a successfully-funded 
business a better investment.

The process engages the crowd in the 
development of the business model and 
introduces prospective loyal customers, 
advisors and partners. It’s a thorough 
work-out of the start-up’s marketing 
skills, aims to provide validation for 
investors and entrepreneurs and also 
generates publicity. 

Going hand-in-hand with 
crowdfunding is crowdsourcing. With 
almost three billion internet users in the 
world, there is a huge, rapidly-growing 
online workforce seeking employment 
through crowdsourcing. With a market 
worth an estimated $2bn, gambling 

businesses can benefit by subcontracting 
tasks in an incredibly cost-efficient 
manner to a highly qualified and 
experienced global workforce.

Crowdsourcing enables an army 
of workers to be turned on and off 
instantly, offering previously unknown 
flexibility and scalability, with 
unparalleled speed to market and reach. 
New countries can be targeted in native 
languages and local expertise is just 
a few clicks away, allowing a diverse, 
localised offering to be created. 

So, next time you need that 
Vietnamese affiliate expert or a tester 
who understands complex betting 
algorithms, GamCrowd is the place to 
go. With an expected launch date for 
the crowdsourcing section in Q1 of 
2015, we have been busy recruiting 
“sellers” to the market place and already 
have a diverse selection of gambling 
industry specialists signed up to 
provide services.

Everyone from the smallest supplier 
to the biggest operator can benefit 
from the crowd. It looks set to 
revolutionise the way we do business.

 
Chris North is CEO of GamCrowd.com, 
the crowdfunding and crowdsourcing 
platform that specialises in the gambling 
industry. It has produced a free white 
paper on crowd-based services, which  
is free to download at GamCrowd.com

Want to be a guest 
columnist in GI Friday? 
Write to: editor@ 
gamblinginsider.com

ediTOR Gareth Bracken | gareth.bracken@gamblinginsider.com; STaff WRiTeR David Cook; deSiGneR Olesya Adamska; PROdUcTiOn cOnTROLLeR Maia Abrahams;  
WebSiTe manaGeR Tom Powling

OUT nOW: Look out for the September/October issue of Gambling 
Insider’s print magazine, featuring an in-depth betting Special as we 
assess bookmakers’ plans for a profitable football season and the 
potential for widespread legal sports wagering in the US
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MANILA SALES MANAGER
Location: Manila, Philippines 
contract: Full-Time Salary: Competitive

EveryMatrix is looking for a seasoned sales manager 
to prospect and map new opportunities to introduce 
EveryMatrix products and services. The successful 
candidate will be handling the whole sale life-cycle. 
The ideal candidate will have at least 5 years’ experience 
in the iGaming industry, betting or gambling sector, as 
well as experience with dealing and selling a range of 
products used within the gambling industry.

PRODUCT MANAGER 
Location: london contract: Full-Time Salary: Competitive

The successful candidate will be responsible for the Casino 
Engine of EveryMatrix and will oversee the entire product 
portfolio. Casino collects a very large set of providers of RNG and 
live dealer games in a single wallet, with a highly customisable 
front, available on the EveryMatrix gaming platform or 
seamlessly integrated into the client’s platform. The Product 
Manager will also be accountable for the successful creation of 
product features and services. This includes responsibility for 
coordinating with other departments to manage and develop 
the products and services, in line with market trends, protecting 
the ongoing and future revenues of EveryMatrix.
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