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REAL GAMING APPROVED IN NEVADA
Poker site concludes eight-month soft launch

Real Gaming is to become the third 
fully operational online poker site 
in Nevada, after completing a soft 
launch in the state. The site had been 
in testing since February, and after 
being put through eight months of 
investigation by Nevada’s regulatory 
body the Gaming Control Board (GCB) 
an official decision for it to become 
fully active was made at a meeting 
between the GBC and the Nevada 
Gaming Commission in Carson City.

Real Gaming follows in the 
footsteps of Las Vegas casino Station 
Casino’s Ultimate Poker, which 
began operating in April 2013, and 
WSOP.com, owned by the online 
arm of casino operator Caesars 
Entertainment, which followed  
suit in September 2013.

Lawrence Vaughan, Real Gaming 
CEO, announced at the meeting that 
attempts to keep the site’s games 
exclusive to players in Nevada had 
been successful, and that no problems 
with verification had emerged during 
the testing period. A player’s location 
is identified and verified when they 
download a smartphone app before 
being sent a token which gives 
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them access to the site’s poker tables. 
Players were first able to create 
accounts and verify their identity and 
location in August 2013, before the 
soft-launch process began.

The approval comes three years 
after the site first launched as 
SouthPointPoker.com, which was the 
first free-to-play poker site opened by 
a land-based casino in Nevada – the 
South Point Hotel, Casino and Spa 
in Las Vegas. in August 2012, South 
Point received approval to offer real-
money online poker as an operator, 
manufacturer and service provider, 
making it the first poker website to be 
granted a Nevada remote gambling 
licence. The site rebranded as Real 
Gaming in 2013 but is still supported 
by South Point Casino.

Real Gaming recently expanded its 
accessibility by allowing players to 
deposit cash from any 7-Eleven and 
Family Dollar store in Nevada.

Nevada became the first US state to 
legalise online gambling in February 
2013 when it regulated internet poker.

KEY POINTS
• Real Gaming becomes the third  
fully-licensed real-money poker  
site in Nevada
• Site had been operating in  
soft-launch mode since February 
• Site’s backers South Point Casino 
received Nevada licence in 2012
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LADBROkEs “ON TRACk”  
AFTER BIG PROFIT RIsE
ceO positive after 94% increase
Ladbrokes CEO Richard Glynn claims 
the bookmaker is “on track” after it 
nearly doubled its operating profit  

for the third quarter of the year. The 
UK operator released results recording 
operating profit for the three months 
ended 30 September of £33m, a 94% 
hike on last year’s figure of £17m. This 
was coupled with a 13% rise in group 
net revenue, which was aided by a  
46% jump in digital revenue.

Glynn said: “Ladbrokes is on track. 
The major operational improvements 
completed in H1 are now delivering 
growth. Our performance in the World 
Cup and throughout Q3 demonstrate 
that we are competing successfully 
and winning customers.

“We entered the final part of 2014 
with a competitive and attractive offer. 
We have achieved much operationally 
in 2014, with further opportunities to 
drive revenue in 2015 and beyond. Q4 
has started in line with our plans and, 
with usual sporting results, we will 
deliver full year results in line with  
our expectations.”

Despite the positivity, Numis 
Securities said Ladbrokes faces 
“an almost inevitable profit decline  
in 2015”.

KEY POINTS
• Ladbrokes’ operating profit  
almost doubles for Q3 2014
• CEO Richard Glynn says firm is “on 
track”, but analysts predict profit decline

 LeGaL
NEw JERsEY sPORTs-BETTING 
PLANs BLOCkED
Sports leagues granted  
temporary restraining order
New Jersey has been prevented 
from implementing the legalisation 
of sports betting for racetracks and 
casinos, after the four professional 
sports leagues and the NCAA (National 
Collegiate Athletic Association) were 
granted a temporary restraining order  
against the bill.

The leagues and NCAA submitted  
an appeal to block the new law, as 
they believe it leaves sports open  

“This is important concept that many 
states considering iGaming need to 
embrace; will help your Gaming biz 

remain competitive, nOT transform” 
Eilers Research managing director  

Adam Krejcik [@akrejcik]

“i’m not sure how to analyze the  
new rake changes on Pokerstars.com 

for Poker Pros, but i’m sure it will 
affect negatively live poker” 

Global Poker Index owner Alexandre 
Dreyfus [@alex_dreyfus]

“Boardroom rush at Ladbrokes to  
buy shares in the bookie is turning 
into a cavalry charge. Three more 

neds have had collective £51k punt” 
The Times business reporter Dominic 

Walsh [@walshdominic]
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to match fixing, with US District  
Judge michael Shipp upholding  
their request. Shipp will make a 
decision on whether to extend  
the ban on 21 November. 

KEY POINTS
• New Jersey sports-betting blocked 
following legal appeal

 GUeST cOLUmniST
“CAN DIGITAL MAINTAIN  
THE DRAw OF LOTTERY?” 

by Henry Oakes 
Lottery games 
creator CEO

“The lottery is one 
of the biggest 
consumer goods 
in the world. it 

generates more money than the film, 
music and video gaming industries 
combined. it is played across multiple 
continents and can award single 
cash prizes of hundreds of millions 
of dollars on any given day. And if 
jackpots keep growing, it won’t be 
long until that number begins with a 
‘b’ and not an ‘m’. it therefore seems 
absurd that the industry would not 
seize the opportunity presented by 
online innovation and take it to the 
next level of success. However, i am 
not convinced that lottery providers 
are actively seizing the chances 
offered by modernisation, and 
progress has been far too slow on 
revolutionising existing game formats.

The greatest challenges the lottery 
faces are enthusing new players about 
the game and staying relevant in a 
fast-moving world. it’s not hard to see 

why, particularly if we look at Gen Y. 
millennials are so comfortable with 
carrying out daily activities online 
that going into a corner shop to 
purchase a ticket for a game seems 
totally outdated.  

At the moment, this is a manageable 
problem. There are plenty of loyal 
customers who enjoy playing the 
lottery in its current format each 
week. But what happens when 
millennials become the only available 
customers? The lottery certainly isn’t 
facing a dramatic collapse, but unless 
we change how we do things it could 
be eclipsed by other games in the not 
too distant future.

This is why we need to get serious 
about digital gaming. i think it will 
secure the future of lottery – if we get 
it right. Digitisation has the potential 
to attract a significant new audience 
to the game by providing a relevant 
and accessible platform. A recent 
YouGov report from global digital 
lottery services provider Lottovate 
looked at the US market and found 
that more than 19 million people 
who don’t currently play the lottery 
would strongly consider playing if the 
game moved online. it’s important 
we don’t mistake a lack of enthusiasm 
for lottery as being a rejection of the 
game in itself: people are clearly still 
very attracted to the concept, and it is 
therefore up to us to ensure we create 
games that hold appeal. 

my main interest isn’t in winning 
over new recruits. i’m also interested 
in the possibilities this shift provides 
for renewing the game. The only way 
to make digital lottery work is to stop 
focusing solely on the traditional view 
of lottery and start focusing on the 
digital possibilities. Lottery cannot 

be simply copied and pasted from 
its current format to a website; it has 
to be translated for a new context. 
This is the mistake that others have 
been making. For a long time, lottery 
has followed a predictable format of 
random number selection, whereby 
winning numbers bring rewards. The 
online game enables us to be creative 
and move beyond printed numbers on 
ping pong balls to make meaningful 
and enjoyable gaming experiences. 

i think GeoLotto.com, the game that 
i have spent a painstaking few years 
developing, is one such example of 
flipping this convention. Our players 
choose a ‘lucky’ location on a Google 
map of the UK which is then entered 
into a weekly prize draw. it combines 
the familiar ‘big lottery draw’ with 
a totally fresh take on what the 
lottery can be. However, this is only 
one approach – we know that as an 
industry we have much more to give. 
By changing the format of the game 
online we feel that we are changing 
how people relate to it. We don’t 
have all the answers, but the lottery 
industry has a unique opportunity  
to transform itself for online – one  
which we’d be foolish to ignore.”

Henry Oakes is the co-founder of 
Geonomics, a gaming company that 
creates location-based lotto games 

Want to be a guest 
columnist in GI Friday? 
Write to: editor@ 
gamblinginsider.com

ediTOR Gareth Bracken | gareth.bracken@gamblinginsider.com; STaff WRiTeR David Cook; deSiGneR Olesya Adamska; PROdUcTiOn cOnTROLLeR maia Abrahams;  
WeBSiTe manaGeR Tom Powling

OUT nOW: Look out for the September/October issue of Gambling 
Insider’s print magazine, featuring an in-depth Betting Special as we 
assess bookmakers’ plans for a profitable football season and the 
potential for widespread legal sports wagering in the US
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PROJECT MANAGER
Location: Vancouver, Canada
contract: Full-Time Salary: CAD$70k 

The successful candidate will hold a project management 
qualification – Prince 2, iTiL or equivalent; or be educated to 
degree level within an iT related subject, have practical hands-
on project management experience, experience of monitoring 
and reporting on multiple projects, excellent computing skills 
including the use of project management software and bespoke 
systems, excellent oral and written communication skills, 
strong attention to detail, a pleasant and effective telephone 
manner, excellent time management skills and be discrete in the 
handling of confidential information.

JAVA DEVELOPER
Location: Bangor, North Wales  
contract: Full-Time Salary:  £30k

We are looking for passionate and talented developers to join 
our growing team. As a developer you will work on software 
tools written in Java, Groovy and Grails for technical end-users 
within the organisation. The ideal candidate will have a relevant 
Computer Science/iT/Computing degree, Java experience 
and OO design skills (2+ years), SQL experience (e.g. mySQL/
PostgreSQL), version control (Git), unit testing, and software 
development lifecycle (Agile development). Additional skills 
which would be of benefit to the role include Hibernate, Gradle, 
Grails, and Atlassian products (Jira, Confluence, Stash).

For more information or to apply contact  
elizabeth@nmi.uk.com (+44 1248 660 550) 
Using reference GIF14_43

For more information or to apply contact  
elizabeth@nmi.uk.com (+44 1248 660 550) 
Using reference GIF14_42
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