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BWINPARTY IN TAKEOVER TALKS
Online operator holds discussions with interested parties

Operator BwinParty has confirmed it 
is in talks with a number of companies 
over the potential acquisition of its 
business. Rumours of a takeover of 
the FTSE 250 company emerged on 
Wednesday, prompting its share  
price to increase by 18.7%.

A statement from the Gibraltar-
based firm confirmed that discussions 
are taking place with multiple entities.  
The message read:

“Further to recent media speculation 
regarding a possible bid for bwin.party,  
the Board of bwin.party confirms that it has 
entered into preliminary discussions with 
a number of interested parties regarding a 
variety of potential business combinations 
with a view to creating additional value for 
bwin.party shareholders.

Such discussions may or may not result 
in an offer being made for the Company. 
However, as all such discussions remain at a 
preliminary stage, there can be no certainty 
as to whether or not they will result in any 
form of transaction with any party.”

The firm went on to say that further 
announcements would be made, but 
did not officially confirm the names of 
any potential buyers or any offers that 
may have been tabled.
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Playtech announced it would be 
generating €315m for acquisitions by 
issuing a convertible bond, leading 
to speculation that it could be in the 
market for BwinParty, while Canadian 
group Amaya Gaming, which owns 
PokerStars and Full Tilt, is also 
rumoured to be interested in a deal.

Traders have said that BwinParty or 
UK bookmaker ladbrokes would be  
the ideal takeover target for Playtech.

Earlier this year BwinParty came 
to a compromise in its boardroom 
battle with SpringOwl, the Gibraltar-
based activist investor led by former 
Wall Street gaming analyst Jason 
Ader. Ader had previously called for 
the company to improve its growth 
strategy and reduce infrastructure 
costs, with SpringOwl producing a  
37-page presentation on where the 
firm needed to improve.

BwinParty’s share price has declined 
60% since 2010, with chief executive 
norbert Teufelberger previously stating 
that the company will look to generate 
€40m by selling off various assets.

 KEY POINTS
• BwinParty has held discussions  
over a potential takeover
• Company confirms news in a  
short statement
• Amaya Gaming and Playtech  
rumoured to be interested

 US
TRIBES MAKE ONLINE  
GAMING PROGRESS 
developments announced in  
new Jersey and california
A native American tribe has agreed a 
new Jersey online gaming deal, while 

another has launched an online bingo 
product in California.

The Pala Band of mission indians will 
become the first tribe to offer online 
gambling in new Jersey, following a 
deal between its online offshoot Pala 
interactive llC and the Borgata Casino 
Hotel and Spa [pictured].

meanwhile, the iipay nation of Santa 
Ysabel tribe has become the first entity 
to offer real-money internet gaming 
in California. The launch of bingo site 
desertrosebingo.com defies California 
state law, which currently prohibits 
online gambling.

meanwhile, the San manuel Band of 
mission indians has joined the existing 
coalition of PokerStars, the morongo Band 
of mission indians and three California 
card clubs, in preparation for any future 
online gaming regulation which may 
occur in the state.

KEY POINTS
• The Pala Band of mission indians  
is to become the first tribe to offer  
online gambling in new Jersey

• The iipay nation of Santa Ysabel  
has launched a California online  
bingo site in defiance of state law

 aSia
JAPAN INTEGRATED  
RESORTS BILL DELAYED
casinos will not be  
legalised this year
Japan will have to wait until at least 
next year to find out if its integrated 
Resorts Bill can be passed to allow the 
legalisation of casinos in the country. 
The ruling liberal Democratic Party  
will not be able to pass the bill before 
the current parliamentary session  
ends on 30 november.

Prime minister Shinzo Abe hopes 
to have casinos approved in Japan as 
part of his plans for economic growth, 
although it has been previously 
reported that the legislation could  
be postponed indefinitely.

KEY POINTS
• Casinos will not be legalised in  
Japan until 2015 at the earliest

“as daily fantasy sports gaming  
gets bigger & bigger, i do expect  

states & government to give it  
a second look re: gambling 

exemption” ESPN sports business 
reporter Darren Rovell  [@darrenrovell] 

“full Tilt going non-pro is a 
huge change for a company that 
pioneered player sponsorships” 

Marco Valerio [@Agentmarco]

“So, @Borgataac has partnered with 
a firm for whom the lead spokesman 

is someone who they’re  
already suing for $9.6m. makes  
sense” Poker writer Hayley Hintze  

[@Haley_Hintze], referring to Phil Ivey
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 GUeST cOLUmniST
“THE CHALLENGES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES OF HTML5” 

by Simon 
Rideout 
Mobile developer 
creative director

 
“For years, online gambling was 
played out by users huddled over their 
desktop computers, restricted to the 
confines of their uncomfortable desk  
in the spare room. At least with the rise 
of the laptop came the comfort of the 
sofa, while the other half watched their 
favourite drivel on television.

The delivery of this content was 
ultimately created in Adobe Flash 
(formerly called macromedia Flash), 
which is a multimedia and software 
platform used for creating vector 
graphics, animation, games and rich 
internet applications. The creative 
boundaries of these Flash games 
seemed endless due to the processing 
and graphical power of the home and 
laptop PC. However, the player was  
still trapped in the confines of their 
home – and then along came the  
smart tablets and phones.

The users were now free to play 
anywhere at any time. But due to  
many defining factors, Flash would  
live a short life in this new and  
exciting journey. This left an opening 
for another browser-based way of 
coding and displaying games.

HTml5 is “the core technology mark-
up language of the internet, used for 

structuring and presenting content  
for the World Wide Web”. The final  
and complete fifth revision of HTml  
has enabled developers to create 
applications or games on all devices 
and browsers.

The realisation of HTml5 as the  
next frontier in mobile gambling 
brought with it new challenges.  
After the luxury of Flash, with its  
easy image sequencing, rich vector-
based animation, 3D potential and 
huge file compression capabilities,  
with HTml5 we had to rethink things.

From being relatively free to explore 
design and animation in Flash, with 
HTml5 we are now forced to optimise 
and economise with every element 
of a game. For instance, an animation 
which was forty frames in Flash needs 
to be halved, as the compression  
rate of Flash is no longer an option. 
The quality and size of image files  
has to be reduced on a gradual  
scale until performance across the 
board is acceptable. it’s a game of 
balance and using every trick in the  
designer’s book. 

The potential of HTml5 is endless, 
but with new devices and operating 
systems being released at astonishing 
rates, it’s a constant battle to please  
all mobile users. issues such as the  
tool and browser bar hotspots found 
on Apple devices restrict how a game  
can look. On Android and Apple we 
also have to consider issues around 
the maximum game real estate,  
the maximum image size and the  
memory usage, all of which can  
affect performance and load times – 
all issues that must be considered  
at concept.

Development studios attempt to 
raise the bar with every release, the 

desire being for all games to play on 
all platforms, browsers and devices. 
Even though HTml5 continues to grow 
with new techniques such as WebGl 
and Canvas, we must consider whether 
a device or browser can support these. 
it has become a constant challenge 
to bring a consistent user experience 
to mobile. Something that works 
beautifully on an iPhone 6 may not  
be viable on the Samsung Galaxy S5 
and vice versa.

The future of HTml5, in our industry, 
is set. The promise it gives of “write 
once, deploy anywhere” is not 
straightforward but it does do just 
that. Every day brings a new issue  
to deal with, but the attitude at Core 
Gaming is “we always find a way”. 

i believe it won’t be long until 
HTml5 replaces Flash on desktop – 
in fact it’s already happening. Yes it 
can be a challenge but that’s what 
technology is all about. We are the 
pioneers, and as the devices evolve, 
so do the games we create. The only 
shame is that the drivel the other  
half is watching on TV doesn’t!

Simon Rideout is the Creative Director  
for Core Gaming, based in Knowle,  
West Midlands, England. Core  
Gaming are industry leaders in  
HTML5 development for online 
gambling on mobile devices

Want to be a guest 
columnist in GI Friday? 
Write to: editor@ 
gamblinginsider.com

ediTOR Gareth Bracken | gareth.bracken@gamblinginsider.com; STaff WRiTeR David Cook; deSiGneR Olesya Adamska; PROdUcTiOn cOnTROLLeR maia Abrahams;  
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OUT nOW: Look out for the november/december  
issue of Gambling insider’s print magazine, featuring  
a consolidation & convergence Special as we assess how  
the industry landscape has changed following some major 
merger and acquisition deals involving big-name suppliers
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