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Rational Group CEO Rafi Ashkenazi

Amaya is to integrate its PokerStars and 
Full Tilt brands into one platform later 
this year. Confirming the change, which 
will take place in the spring, the provider 
said: “This platform migration will allow 
Amaya’s development and technology 
teams to focus on improving one market-
leading platform rather than two, leading 
to a better gaming experience for all. 

“Rather than splitting resources 
developing Full Tilt Jackpot Sit & Go 
and PokerStars Spin & Go features 
independently, teams will be able to 
work together on delivering the best 
possible product on one platform.” 

Players will have one account from which 
they will be able to access both brands. 

PokerTube has reported that the Full 
Tilt brand may be scrapped entirely, 
although it is unclear whether that 
means it would be dissolved or sold. 

PokerScout, which tracks online 
poker traffic, shows that at the time of 
writing PokerStars is ranked first with a 
seven-day average of 17,500 cash game 
players, more than seven times that of 
second-placed 888Poker with 2,400, while 
Full Tilt ranks 11th with 850 players. 

Rafi Ashkenazi, CEO of Rational Group, 
under which the brands operate, said: 
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“it will also make us more nimble 
as we can focus our technological 
innovation on one platform, 
rather than two, so we will be 
able to innovate more quickly 
and enter newly-regulating and 
existing markets swiftly.” 

Amaya said in its H1 report last 
year that PokerStars holds a 68% 
share of the global real-money 
online poker market, while Full 
Tilt possesses a 3% share. 

Amaya recently removed heads-
up cash games from PokerStars, 
a move which followed various 
changes to its ViP player policies. 
Spin & Go tournaments were 
launched on PokerStars last year, 
with the product also offered via 
Amaya’s betStars sportsbook brand. 

PokerStars purchased Full Tilt in 
2012 after reaching a settlement 
deal with the US Department of 
Justice. both brands had previously 
been shut down in the US on ‘black 
Friday’ for conducting illegal post-
UiGEA operations in the country.

KEY POINTS
• PokerStars and Full Tilt are to operate 
on one platform 
• Players will be able to access both 
sites with one login 
• One report suggests Full Tilt could  
be scrapped entirely

 OnLine
New JerSeY I-gAmINg reCorD 
Highest monthly revenue total  
reached for third straight month
The record for monthly new Jersey 
i-gaming revenue has been broken for 
the third consecutive month. January’s 
figure of $14.6m beats the previous 
record of $14m set in December.

The total represents a year-on-
year increase of 27% and the fourth 
consecutive month that the total 
has ascended month-on-month. no 
year-on-year decreases have been 
reported since the regulated market 
began operating in november 2013.

According to PlaynJ.com, casino 
accounted for the vast majority of 
i-gaming revenue with $12.48m, while 
poker’s contribution was $2.15m, 

which is roughly in line with how the 
revenue has been spread previously.

new Jersey’s overall gaming win 
for January was $190.1m, down 4%.

Annual online gaming win for last 
year was $148.9m, up from $122.9m.

 m&A
wILLIAm hILL rUmoUreD To Be 
BACkINg NYX BID For opeNBeT 
deal could be worth between  
£250m and £300m
The Telegraph reports that William 
Hill is to help finance a bid by nYX to 
purchase fellow provider Openbet.

investment firm morgan Stanley 
is said to be overseeing an auction 
process for Openbet, with Playtech 
also rumoured to be interested in 
buying the Chiswick-based company. 
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Playtech declined to comment when 
contacted by Gambling Insider. 

The Telegraph reports that 
Openbet could be sold for 
between £250m and £300m.

Vitruvian Partners, a private equity 
business, is the current owner 
of Openbet, having purchased 
the company from digital pay TV 
provider nDS for £208m in 2011.

Provider inspired Gaming Group is also 
owned by Vitruvian, having been acquired 
in 2010 for approximately £74.4m. 

 LeGAL
CALIForNIA I-poker BILL To INCLUDe 
horSe rACINg CoNCeSSIoN 
Racing industry would receive 95%  
of the first $60m generated 
Amendments to Assemblyman Adam 
Gray’s California online poker bill include a 
notable concession to the Golden State’s 
horse racing industry. Ab 431 would grant 
95% of the first $60m collected from 
online poker each fiscal year to California 
racing, with the tracks then excluded 
from the state’s online poker market. 

new language also means that Ab 
431 would become an urgency statute, 
meaning that once it had passed both 
chambers of the California legislature 
with two-thirds of the vote in each, it 
would immediately go into effect once 
signed into law by the governor. 

California online poker would be taxed at 
15% of gross revenue, while card clubs and 
state tribes with at least five years of gaming 
experience would qualify for licensing. 

 finAnciAL
BoYD INCome Up For 2015 
Turnaround reported despite  
revenue decrease
Casino operator boyd Gaming reported 
income before income taxes of $40.1m for 
2015, compared to a loss before income 
taxes of $40.9m the previous year.

Operating income was $344.6m, up 
37%. However gross revenues declined 
23% to $2.44bn and net revenues 
dropped 19% to $2.2bn. Gaming revenues 
slipped from $2.31bn to $1.85bn.

Total pro forma adjusted EbiTDA was 
$629.5m, an upturn of 15%, and adjusted 
earnings leaped from $1.3m ($0.01 per 
share) to $89.7m ($0.79 per share).

borgata, which is part-owned by boyd 
with mGm Resorts, saw its net revenues 
improve 8% year-on-year to $193m 
for the fourth quarter of last year. The 
las Vegas locals segment produced 
net revenues of $158.8m, up 5%, and 
boyd president and CEO Keith Smith 
said the operator was “particularly 
encouraged” by the results in that area.
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 GUeST cOLUmniST
“gAme oN For eUropeAN DFS”

by Jure Rejec
Public relations 
professional/
writer, 
Oulala.com 

After a few years of hyper growth, the 
daily fantasy sports (DFS) sector across 
the United States is now going through 
a challenging time. A predominant 
dilemma is whether DFS is a game 
of skill or a game of chance. The 
conclusion is far from unanimous, even 
in Europe where gambling is legal.

While it may seem that FanDuel and 
DraftKings came out of nowhere, the 
two US-based operators have quickly 
mastered the industry, allowing them 
to control the vast majority of the 
daily fantasy sports action. However, 
recent events have caused a great deal 
of frustration and paved the way for 
court battles and negotiation with state 
legislators, ultimately forcing the firms 
to prove that DFS is not gambling.

in many countries, the regulation 
of gaming is based on whether the 
predominance of the game’s outcome 
lies in skill or chance. Presently, 
in most US states, fantasy sports 
(including DFS) is still generally 
considered a game of skill and 
therefore not legally considered to 
be gambling. However many state 
courts are now rethinking their laws.

First DFS licence on the horizon
in Europe, the DFS landscape looks 
a bit different, as the sector hasn’t 

really taken off. However, in the last 
year, DFS has started to demonstrate 
good potential to become a successful 
new product within the highly 
lucrative i-gaming market. Fantasy 
sports is legal and regulated in most 
European countries, such as the UK, 
France, italy, Spain and Germany, 
but national regulators are yet to 
fully adjust to the new reality. 

in some countries, fantasy sports is 
already covered by traditional i-gaming 
licences. The most obvious example is 
the UK, where DFS falls into the same 
category as sports betting and horse 
racing. Therefore, operators need to 
acquire an operating ‘pool betting’’ 
licence from the Gambling Commission. 

One must understand that fantasy 
sports are monetised skill games that 
require a different licence. in fact, just 
recently, the malta Gaming Authority 
(mGA) announced that it will soon 
be issuing a specific licence for DFS. 
This will undoubtedly be a huge step 
forward in the evolution of fantasy in 
Europe, and will also put malta at the 
centre of action for DFS operators.

Further growth fuelled 
by DraftKings UK
in the UK, the leading European 
market for fantasy sports, season-long 
fantasy football games have been a 
cultural activity for decades, hence the 
transition into a more attractive daily 
format is expected to be quite plain-
sailing. Despite the fact that European 
DFS operators, including Oulala, have 
made some substantial progress, 
they haven’t been able to invest large 
amounts of money into marketing, and 
consequently evangelise the targeted 
consumers (football fans). This is 
about to change. At the beginning of 

February, DraftKings finally launched 
its games in the UK, which is of course 
great news for daily fantasy sports 
in Europe. it is expected that the 
US-based operator will use its assets 
to evangelise people about fantasy, 
which will fuel further growth and 
interest for the industry as a whole. 
Unsurprisingly, it has already signed 
partnerships with major English clubs 
Arsenal, liverpool and Watford.

The clubs are yet to discover the 
true potential of DFS, especially when 
it comes to engaging with their fans. 
As a type of entertainment, fantasy 
sports games provide real-time, 
second screen experiences, so fans 
watch more sports. A good example 
of this is Oulala’s official partnership 
with leicester City, the current 
leaders of the Premier league.

Furthermore, other i-gaming 
operators have also realised an 
opportunity whereby they can offer 
DFS games as complementary products 
to their existing operations. Some 
companies like Oulala have already 
developed a white label version of 
their games, which will allow sports-
betting and online poker lovers to 
try DFS directly on their favourite 
i-gaming site. This will definitely 
be another integrative part of the 
European DFS evolution. Game on!

Jure Rejec has been closely following 
the evolution of the daily fantasy sports 
industry in Europe for a few years 
now. He is a contributor to various B2B 
publications and an all-rounder for 
Oulala.com, one of Europe’s leading 
fantasy football sites, also available 
in white label for sports clubs, media 
outlets and i-gaming operators.

OUT nOW: Look out for the January/february issue of 
Gambling insider’s print magazine, featuring a ceO Special 
as we interview four executives shaping our industry: mark 
frissora of caesars, GVc’s Kenny Alexander, david Rebuck of 
the new Jersey dGe and Gamblit’s eric meyerhofer.
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