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TOM WATSON’S GROUPING OF 
GAMBLING ISSUES WILL NOT 
HELP INDUSTRY PROBLEMS

Taking aim at the gambling industry once again, Tom Watson, Labour Deputy Leader, 
MP for West Bromwich East and Shadow Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media 
and Sport, recently wrote: “It is obvious to anyone the system is in a mess.”

But exactly what system is he talking about?
In an article published on Politics Home, the UK Parliament’s magazine, Watson once 

again re-emphasised his desire for online operators to reapply for their licenses and 
“undergo proper scrutiny.”

He mentioned the speed at which technology has outpaced legislation, referenced 
four Gambling Commission fines from last week and took a stance on an “African child 
betting epidemic.”  That’s quite a range of systems up for discussion, and while there are 
of course issues to iron out, they would be best done separately and wholeheartedly. 
Addressing them in what appears to be a recycled statement will not help anyone with 
a detrimental relationship with gambling.  

Let’s look at a recent example of how a specified approach better suited those looking 
to make a difference, and more importantly, those who need help. The fixed-odds betting 
terminal (FOBT) saga dominated headlines and caused frustration, but the decrease of 
maximum stakes from £100 ($126.94) to £2 was eventually brought in. Whichever side of 
the argument companies, politicians or campaigners find themselves, it is clear a singular, 
focused approach is the most proactive way to arrive at a solution.
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In February, Watson promised his party would limit online betting stakes if it gained 
power. He argued Labour’s proposed rules would help tackle “Britain’s hidden epidemic” 
and in the same statement said gambling should be treated as a “public health emergency.”

Looking back at Watson’s recent article, a lot of the phrases are the same. He talks 
about epidemics and a public-health emergency. These serious terms should be dealt 
with individually and not grouped under the usual anti-gambling umbrella.

There’s an argument he must return to the same points to draw attention and change 
them. But they also appear more and more like publicity statements, drafted in and out 
of use when needed.  

Watson said gambling reform has been a policy priority of his since his early days as 
an MP. He was government whip when Labour introduced the Gambling Act in 2005. 
He wrote: “Little did we know at the time this piece of analogue legislation would 
almost immediately be overtaken by the pace of digital change.”

Have the last two decades seen rapid changes in the capabilities online industries can 
deliver? Yes, of course they have. But the question should be: Was this predictable? Again, 
yes; legislators should have seen it coming. Admittedly, it would have been difficult to put 
a scale on the growth. But the trend of business moving online is clear across any industry.

Watson rounds off his article by discussing advertising and missing a crucial point. 
If he wants to see an overhaul of online operator application systems to help prevent 
problem gambling in Africa, surely he should also demand a rethink of how advertising 
works in the UK.

Less than 24 hours after publishing his article on Politics Home, Watson threw another 
issue into the media’s crosshairs. He announced Labour would set up a new gambling 
ombudsman to protect vulnerable players if elected. He said the new ombudsman 
would work alongside the Gambling Commission (doing exactly the same job) as well as 
the NHS, investing in research for education and treatment of problem gambling. 

The Gambling Commission said it would “consider the case for an ombudsman”  
when contacted by Gambling Insider. But the industry’s problems need resolving by 
focused, singular approaches, not the mass grouping that appeases mainstream media.    
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Scott Warfield, Managing Director of 
Gaming at Nascar, speaks exclusively 
to Gambling Insider about how core fans 
will “evangelise” its betting market and 
grow Nascar’s audience. 

Do you think Nascar betting can help 
expand the audience of the sport?
I do and that’s why we are taking 
a long-term view on this. We have three 
to five million people every single Sunday 
watching our product in the US, and 
many more globally. How do you turn 
that core fandom into ambassadors of 
the sports betting product? They are 
going to evangelise it to a neighbour, 
friend or relative.

In time, we’ll roll out bet types that are 
going to attract an NFL fan, an English 
Premier League fan, an F1 fan or even 
a horseracing fan. 

How important is it to educate fans 
on sports betting?
It’s vital; we don’t come in with 40-50 
years of sports betting across the globe. 
How we’ve approached this, both with 
our content deal with Action Network 

and our own platforms, is education.

What is Nascar’s stance on integrity fees?
Due to the size of our handle, we’ve 
been focused on using sports as an 
engagement tool. So how do you make 
this product available to as many people 
as possible who are looking for it? That’s 
what I’m more interested in when we talk 
to sports operators in the Strip and beyond. 
How do you get more people playing? 
As opposed to the short-term monetary 
benefit, we’re taking a long view that asks 
what sports betting can do for Nascar and 
the size of its fanbase.

Is there a particular betting channel 
you would like to see more of? 
I think mobile is a great opportunity 
for everyone. At some of our facilities
we have one race a year and some have
 two races a year at the top Cup series. 
So the ability to have mobile betting is 
interesting for us. 

NASCAR GAMING MD: WE VALUE LONG-TERM ENGAGEMENT 
OVER INTEGRITY FEES

Warfield spoke at length to 
Gambling Insider, click here 
to read the full article

Year sponsorship has been 
agreed between Sportsbet.io 
and English Premier League 

football club Watford

3

Pennsylvania’s 
sports wagering 
revenue for May, 
which fell 31% 
month-on-month

$2.9m 
$

Fall in Delaware 
sports betting 
revenue month-
on-month for 
May, totalling 
$406,293

34%

£
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Eldorado Resorts has agreed 
to sell its Mountaineer Casino 
Racetrack and Resort, Isle Casino 
Cape Girardeau and Lady Luck 
Casino Caruthersville properties 
for $385m.

Century Casinos has acquired 
the operating assets and Vici 
Properties has purchased the 
land and real-estate assets.

Century will pay approximately 
$107m as part of the agreement, with 
Vici’s deal costing approximately 
$278m.

The transactions, subject to 
regulatory approvals and other 
customary closing conditions, are 
expected to close early in 2020.

Tom Reeg, Eldorado Resorts 
CEO, said: “The agreements to 
divest the properties are consistent 
with our continued force on 
optimising the results from 
our regional gaming platform, 

generating growth through 
strategic acquisitions and 
realising value through sales.”

Early in June, reports surfaced 
suggesting a merger between 
Caesars Entertainment and 
Eldorado is edging closer.

The two casino operators 
opened M & A talks in March, 
with Caesars’ largest individual 
shareholder, Carl Icahn, strongly 
in favour of a Caesars sale.

It has been speculated Caesars 
could secure a deal where Eldorado 
pays more than $11 per share, making 
the operator worth more than $7.4bn.

Eldorado’s property sales to 
Century and Vici could be seen 
as a way to increase capital in its 
bid to buy Caesars.
    However, the Caesars board is 
rumoured to be in disagreement 
with Icahn over the value of any 
potential Eldorado deal.  

ELDORADO SELLS THREE PROPERTIES TO CENTURY 
AND VICI FOR $385M

The year the Department of Justice 
is delaying implementation of its 

Wire Act reinterpretation until 
(unless Congress blocks its funds)

2020 

£1.6m   
Platinum Gaming (Kindred 
Group subsidiary) has been 
� ned by the Gambling 
Commission for social 
responsibility failures ($2m)

1%
Five major UK operators 
have pledged to increase 
their contribution towards 
tackling problem gambling 
from 0.1% to 1% over the 
next � ve years
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The New York State Senate this week 
approved a mobile sports betting bill.

However, the bill will not be written 
into law in 2019 following the end of 
the state’s legislative session (which 
was extended by a day to Thursday).

The bill, sponsored by Senator 
Joseph Addabbo Jr., also proposed 
in-stadium wagering at venues 
containing at least 15,000 seats and 
at off-track betting parlours.

It was passed with 57 votes in favour, 
while only five voted against. But Governor 
Andrew Cuomo’s unwavering stance 
suggests mobile sports betting within 
New York is still unlikely in the near future.

New York recently finalised the rules 
for upstate casinos to offer sports 
betting, but that existing law does not 
allow them to provide mobile wagering. 

Last week, Cuomo re-emphasised 
his opinion that mobile sports betting 
will not be legalised this year. He has 
been dismissive of the revenue the 
betting channel can generate. 

Cuomo said sports betting “does     
not make you that much money” 
and, reviewing New Jersey’s progress 
with the online option, claimed it 
has sports betting on TV all the 
time. Cuomo said New Jersey raised 
$13m from the vertical, which he 
would consider to be a rounding 
error in New York.
    Meanwhile, “stalemate among 
top Democrats” reportedly held 
the bill back with the Assembly.

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie 
is reported to have sided with 
Governor Cuomo in believing mobile 
wagering may be unconstitutional.

Changing the constitution would 
require a three-year process.

Addabbo said: “New York will be 
stuck like a disabled car on the shoulder, 
while we allow an illegal sports betting 
business in our state to thrive and idly 
watch other neighbouring states pass 
us with enormous revenue gains from 
mobile sports betting.”

NEW YORK MOBILE SPORTS BETTING APPROVED BY SENATE 
BUT LEGALISATION UNLIKELY IN 2019

Sponsored by

THE WEEK IN QUOTES

Esports Entertainment CEO Grant Johnson 
discusses the company’s partnership 

with the owners of both NBA team the 
Philadelphia 76ers and NHL team the 

New Jersey Devils

“I am very proud of this new partnership 
with HBSE and their Dignitas esports brand, 

which is founded in our shared common 
beliefs of player safety above all else.”

“Scientifi c Games takes very seriously our 
obligation to maintain the highest standard 

of integrity and transparency with our 
regulators in Nevada, across the United 
States and around the world. As part of 
these efforts, we must be assured of the 

suitability of our major investors.” 

Scienti� c Games spokesperson, Susan 
Cartwright, speaks out about the supplier’s 

decision to take legal action against 
its third-largest shareholder, Sylebra 

Holdings, which is under investigation 
for links to illegal activity
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The severe weather conditions 
were not what horseracing goers 
were hoping for mid-June and 
neither were UK operators.

Horseracing meetings at Chepstow 
and Newton Abbot were abandoned 
last Friday, adding to a growing list 
which included meetings at Kempton, 
Haydock and Uttoxeter.

Worcester was cancelled on 
Saturday due to the River Severn’s 
banks bursting. Leicester’s card 
was also abandoned after an 
inspection last Friday.

The vast majority of flat racing 
has been able to go ahead, with the 
majority of racetracks announcing 
the ground is heavy due to the 
amount of rain.

But it’s not just horseracing 
which has failed to get going, as 
four Cricket World Cup matches 
were postponed due to the 
weather – a record high.

The tournament is only three weeks 
young and more games are expected 
to be called off with poor weather 

conditions set to continue. The tennis 
was also rained off completely at Queen’s 
Club on Tuesday.

This isn’t the first time horseracing 
has been affected this year, as meetings 
were abandoned in February after an 
outbreak of equine flu, with three 
horses testing positive.

In March, a horseracing boycott over 
reduced prize money took place. No 
meetings were abandoned, but several 
races saw just two horses competing 
at both Lingfield and Fontwell.

Gambling Insider reached out 
to the Racing Post for comment 
and Digital Director Cian Nugent 
said: “Any racing that gets cancelled 
is bad news for racing fans and 
business alike. There is obviously 
some impact on operator turnover 
but it is minimal enough compared to 
the blanket cancellations we’ve seen.
    “There is still plenty of good-quality 
racing taking place in the UK and 
Ireland.”
    Thankfully, the British weather 
improved as this week progressed.

SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS POSTPONE SEVEN 
HORSERACING MEETINGS

THIS WEEK’S 
WINNERS AND LOSERS

Arsenal – con� rmed Vbet, BetConstruct’s 
B2C brand, as its new o�  cial betting and 

gaming partner until 2022

WINNERS

New Jersey - sports betting bills within 
the state could see an NBA ban lifted at 

Golden Nugget casino

Fifa 20’s Executive Producer Aaron McHardy 
– spoke out amid concerns surrounding 

the game’s Ultimate Team mode, stating: 
“We don’t think it’s gambling.

LottoGo EuroMillions, William Hill, Betfair and 
Dunder  –  all saw adverts banned by the 

Advertising Standards Authority

LOSERS

California’s Tribes – The United States 
District Court has dismissed their 

lawsuit against the State of California 
and Governor Gavin Newsom
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IA, OH RISE IOWA

Iowa and Ohio both saw year-on-year gaming 
revenue increases for May, a month with nine Fridays
and Saturdays this year versus eight last year, but 
with an equal number of Sundays. 

Iowa benefitted from growth in 16 of the state’s 
19 properties, led by Elite Casino Resorts’ Riverside, 
which led the state, in terms of growth. 

Elite had its 11th straight month of multi-
property growth. 

Council Bluffs, which has been hurt in part from 
the recently-opened Ponca Indians’ Prairie Flower 
casino, rose for the first time since June. 

Ohio rebounded from April’s down month, which 
was the first month of decline for the Buckeye state 
in 27 months. 

Every property grew results, led by Penn National’s 
Hollywood Casino Mahoning Valley. 

The last time every property rose year-on-year 
was August. 

Churchill Downs and Delaware North’s Miami Valley 
Gaming grew double digits for the ninth month 
out of the last 11. 
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$11.282 +18.06 Hollywood Mahoning Valley (Penn)

$1.900Casino Queen Marquette -10.02

+15.04 

+13.01 

$21.852 +9.26 

$18.865 +10.67 

MGM Northfield Park (MGM)

JACK Cincinnati (JACK)

$7.863 +9.50 Belterra Park (BYD)

$18.973 +2.06 Hollywood Columbus (Penn)

$17.704 +1.33  Hollywood Toledo (Penn)

$9.916 +10.67 JACK Cincinnati (JACK)

$17.779 +10.32 

$12.666 Thistledown (JACK)

$17.954JACK Cleveland (JACK)

+9.26 $21.852MGM Northfield Park (MGM)

Cincinnati total

$7.863 +9.50 Belterra Park (Penn)

$169.407 State total +10.38 

+17.32 

+15.04 

$49.485 +13.89 

$52.472  +13.08  

JACK

Cleveland total

$57.874 +6.40 Penn
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VALLI FRAGOSO
CPO, PRAGMATIC SOLUTIONS

Fragoso discusses a 
client-led approach to 

platform architecture

Many countries have been 
adapting their laws since the UK 

� rst introduced gaming regulations 
and we are constantly monitoring the 

changing landscape in the industry that might a� ect our 
platform and our clients. Consistent regulatory changes are 
quite daunting, both for suppliers and operators, but our 
business-� rst approach, in combination with maintaining 
a modular platform, has helped us in implementing the 
changes quite quickly and to stay ahead in the markets.

Building a platform is teamwork. The core platform is built 
by us initially. However, we review and consider suggestions 
from our clients on a regular basis to keep ourselves up to 
date with business requirements and we are on par with 
competitors in the market. Staying agile and lean means 
accepting many requests without hesitation.

We receive many types of requests from our clients. 
Although responsible gambling and regulatory changes 
such as the recent 7 May LCCP changes for age veri� cation 
and identity veri� cation top the charts, we also receive 
requests for other features. These include enhancing our 
CRM tools, multiple integrations, real time data use in event 
detection and segmentation, and custom user marketing.

Many of us are always busy with catching up with the 
changes for regulated markets and ensuring operators 

have business continuation each time a new regulation 
comes through. As a platform provider, it is extremely 
important we provide the same level of business continuity, 
security and service to our clients across the globe where 
the regulations are still in the making. It is imperative for 
both B2B and B2C businesses to adhere to regulations 
and to be able to operate in those markets.
    When the platform adheres to all the regulations 
published by the regulatory bodies, they go through
 the testing process via the approved test houses. The 
test house then issues a certification to validate the 
platform can be used in said market.

NEW TECHNOLOGY
We keep an eye out for all new technologies that come 
through, but choose those relevant to our platform. 
We try to use open source codes available in the 
market for a cost-e� ective solution for our clients. As we 
already support real-time data and segmentation, we are 
reviewing our platform for data science and AI capabilities.

Crypto-currency has been in gaming for a while in 
various forms, such as tokens, casino coins, in-game 
currency etc. Bitcoin was the latest entry and many 
operators are allowing deposits via bitcoin and other 
such currencies. Although they not fully regulated at 
this point, crypto-currencies already play an important 
role in gaming, allowing players to trade tokens etc. 
for in-game purchases or bonuses.

AI, on the other hand, has already entered the gaming 
industry and has become an important asset to most 
marketing businesses, enabling them to target the relevant 
promotions to their clients. It just needs to evolve a lot 
more to have signi� cant impact on how businesses function.
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“We keep an eye out for all new 
technologies that come through, 
but choose those relevant to our 

platform. We try to use open source 
codes available in the market for a 

cost-effective solution for our clients”

“We review and consider suggestions 
from our clients on a regular basis to 

keep ourselves up to date with business 
requirements and we are on par with 

the competitors in the market”
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